Lesser Spotted Eagle
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from Britton (1980).

The nominate Palaearctic race winters in woodlands south of our area and no doubt passes over
East Africa in substantial numbers. In Uganda it is regular on spring passage in the W rift, especially
at Rwenzori NP in April, while some may overwinter, as evidenced by substantial numbers seen in
the northern parks as early as 7-14 February 1976. One collected from flocks moving north at Iringa
in March 1932, and an Estonian ringed bird recovered south of Lake Victoria in March 1955, provide
evidence of spring passage in Tanzania too, though other records (in 1977 and 1978) involved very
small numbers of autumn passage or wintering birds in Arusha and Dodoma (21 October, 25 Nov.

27 December, 31 December). One was collected north of Nairobi as early as 29 September, and there
are records of birds on southward passage elsewhere in Kenya in October-November. Recent sight
records from a number of localities south of the equator in Kenya (mainly the rift valley highlands in

January 1979) show that small numbers winter in riparian woodlands in Kenya in some years.
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